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The Bishop’s Mitre and Pastoral Staff, together 
with the Presiding Bishop’s Cross-staff, mark the 
tomb of the Right Reverend William White, D.D., 
in the chancel. (See diagram of church, Page 10.) 





The historical information in this booklet 
has been compiled from what are believed 
to be reliable sources. 





CopyriGHT 1959 By 
CurIST CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
First PrintinG OcrosBer, 1959 





The Story of 
CHRIST CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
‘The Nation’s Church’ 


FounbED IN 1695, Christ Church has influenced the whole development of 
America. Its intimate association with the men and events that brought 
forth our nation is a part of the history of our country. 

Here men of 1776 entered to gain strength and here today people of 
all nations, races and creeds enter to renew their dedication to the spiritual 


values that are the basis of democracy. 


1 


INDEX 


BISHOP WHITE 
BISHOPS CONSECRATED 


BURIAL GROUND, 
Fifth and Arch Streets 


CHRIST CHURCH TODAY 
CHURCH BUILDING 
DEED FOR LAND 
DIAGRAM OF CHURCH 
FOUNDERS 

FOUNDING 

FRANKLIN’S GRAVE 


HISTORICAL MILESTONES 
Christ Church Hospital 
Episcopal Academy 
First House of Bishops 
First Sunday School 
Fourth of July Forever 
Mikveh Israel Congregation 
Mother Church 
Negro Mission and Church 
Protestant Episcopal 

Conventions 
Shrine of Patriots 


University of Pennsylvania 
MAP OF OLD CHURCHES 
NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 
PHILADELPHIA STEEPLE 


RECTORS 





Page 
SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION 
OF INDEPENDENCE 33 
FAMOUS PERSONS’ GRAVES 
In the Burial Ground 42 
In the Church 44 
In the Churchyard | 44 
TREASURES OF THE CHURCH 
Altar 23 
Bells 16 
Bishop’s Chairs pS 
Candlesticks ey: 
Cathedra 24 
Chancel 8 
Chandelier 20 
Coat of Arms Back Cover 
Fonts 19 
Holy Table 23 
Library 24 
Organ 18 
Pews ys 
President’s Door 27 
Pulpit 21 
Service Book 12 
Silver 16 
Smyth Hatchment 11 
Tower Room 11 
United Nations Chapel 28 
Washington Letter 14 
Weathervane 3 
Windows 29 


WASHBURN HOUSE 


The 
Philadelphia 


Steeple 





THE TWO-HUNDRED-FOOT STEEPLE of Christ Church was called “The 
Philadelphia Steeple” by those who raised funds for its erection. Although 
it appears small when seen from the ground, the Bishop’s mitre at the 
top is two and a half feet high. It is engraved with thirteen stars for the 
original States, and an inscription which reads: 
The Rt. Rev. William White, D.D., consecrated Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church of Pennsylvania, February 4, 1787. 
The gilded spheres below the Bishop’s mitre indicate the four cardinal 
points of the compass. The weather vane is seven and a half feet long. The 
steeple, prior to the erection of the Bishop’s mitre, was surmounted by 
the Royal Crown of England which was prophetically destroyed by 
lightning in 1777. 
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A Map of Old Philadelphia churches still in use. 
Dotted area shows National Park and State Mall. 
Diagonal lines indicate areas to be cleared and 


landscaped. 





The Rt. Rev. Henry Compton, D.D., Bishop of London, 1675-1713, 
at whose suggestion the proviso upon which Christ Church was 
founded was inserted in William Penn’s charter. It was he who 
granted the petition from the founders, and sent out the Rev. Thomas 
Clayton, first minister of Christ Church. 


The Founding of Christ Church 


THE DEED FOR CHURCH LAND, held by Joshua Carpenter, a rich merchant, 
from a Quaker, Griffith Jones, is preserved in the Muniment room or 


vault of the church, and provides that: 
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“The church and premises are to be perpetually appropriated and 
used for the public worship of God, and for the better instruction of the 
people inhabiting and to inhabit in Philadelphia in the one Christian 
religion as it is professed in the Church of England, and established by 


the laws of the realm, and to no other uses whatsoever.” 
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Portion of the deed for church land from Griffith Jones, a Quaker, 
to Joshua Carpenter, Founder, dated November 15, 1695. 





THE FOUNDERS of Christ Church, thirty-six in number, included physi- 
cians, lawyers, carpenters, a baker, a dyer and Judge of the Admiralty 
and two pirates, who are listed as coming from the Red Sea with booty 
of £1000 each. The date of founding was November 15, 1695. 
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The Founders 


Joshua Carpenter, Merchant 
Francis Jones, Sea Captain 
Samuel Peres, Merchant 

Thomas Curtis, Surgeon 

Addam Birch, Pirate 

George Thompson, Pirate 

John Sibley, Dyer 

Jasper Yeates, Officer under Penn 
Colonel Robert Quary, 

Judge of the Admiralty 
Thomas Stapleford, Carpenter 
John Harrison, Carpenter 
Anthony Blany, Baker 
Charles Sober, Physician 
Robert Snead, Justice and 

Sea Captain 
John Moore, Attorney General, 

Register of Wills and Collector 

of the Port 
Darby Greene 


> 


Enoch Hubord 
Thomas Walter 
William Dyre 
Edward Bury 
Edward Smout 
Robert Gilham 
Jarvis Bywater 
Thomas Harris 
George Fisher 
Fardinando Dowarthy 
John Willson 
Samuel Holt 
John White 
John Gibbs 
William Grant 
Thomas Briscoll 
John Herris 
Thomas Craven 
Jeremiah Price 
Jeremiah Hunt 


Coat of Arms of William III —1695 — 
marked the pews of Colonial Gov- 
ernors of Pennsylvania for more than 
eighty years. 





The Church Building 


THE ORIGINAL CHURCH, which stood on the land occupied by the eastern 
part of the present building, is recorded as having only forty-two pews 
and was constructed, at least in part, of brick. Bricks were purchased for a 
belfry in 1709, and the building enlarged in 1711 and again before 1718. 
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The chancel of Christ Church. The Palla- 
dian window was the first of this archi- 
tectural design in America. 


THE PRESENT STRUCTURE, which is considered an outstanding example 
of Colonial architecture in the Georgian spirit, was begun when the vestry 
resolved that ‘“‘an addition of thirty-three feet be made to the west end; and 
also a foundation for a tower and a steeple.” Dr. John Kearsley, who 
served as a vestryman for fifty-three years and was one of the three men 
later charged with the building of Independence Hall, supervised the work 
over a period of twenty years and is credited with the design. The archi- 
tecture is quite similar to that of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in London, and 
both Robert Smith, architect and builder of many Colonial churches, and 
John Harrison, founder of the Carpenter’s Company of Philadelphia, are 
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Christ Church towered high above the 


surrounding shops and homes of the 
early city, as shown in this portion of 
the “East Prospect of Philadelphia” 
by Heap and Scull, 1754. The “Phila- 
delphia Steeple,” as it was known, was 
long reputed to be the highest on the 
North American continent. 





known to have aided in the project. The main building was “happily 
finished” in 1744, and is one hundred and eighteen feet long and sixty-one 
feet wide. The tower and steeple were completed ten years later, financed in 
part by three lotteries in which Benjamin Franklin participated as one of 


the managers. | 


THe Firsr “Restoration,” described by one of the rectors as an at- 
tempt to put “new wine into an old bottle” took place in 1835-36, when 
the ancient high-backed pews were replaced with lower seats and the 
original brick floor covered with wood. The galleries also were rebuilt 
into their present form at this time. Further changes were made in 1854, 
and again in 1882, when the present tile floor and pews were installed. 
The most recent restoration, in 1951, returned the painting on the wood- 
work and the walls of the church to their original colors. 
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TOWER ROOM 


The principal points of interest within the church are shown above. These, 
and other Treasures of the Church, are explained in detail on the pages 
following. 
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Treasures of the Church 


THE Tower Room is a starting point for visitors, where guides are in 
attendance during the hours the church is open —9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. 
This room is maintained as a museum where objects of historical nature 
are displayed at different seasons — Frankliniana, for instance, during 
Franklin’s birth month, January. A portion of Christ Church’s famous 
Bray Library, established in the Seventeenth Century, is on permanent 
display, also the Smyth Hatchment, a coat of arms carried before the 
funeral cortege of Frederick Smyth, Chief Justice of New Jersey from 
1764 to 1776. He was buried from Christ Church in 1815, in the Burial 
Ground at Fifth and Arch Streets. Only one other such Hatchment is 
known to exist in America, at Goose Creek Church, South Carolina. The 
stairs in the Tower Room lead to the organ, choir loft and to the galleries 


on the north and south sides of the church. 





The Smyth Hatchment 


SERVICE Books MarKED BY BisHop WHITE are preserved in the Tower 
Room. They are the original Books of Common Prayer, bearing the 
Bishop’s handwriting and marginal notes, from which he struck all 
references to the King of Great Britain within a few hours after the 
Declaration of Independence was adopted July 4, 1776. 
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A page from the Service Books, showing the strokes of Bishop White’s 
pen. His action was taken in conformity with a resolution of the Vestry, 
July 4, 1776, which reads: “Whereas the honorable Continental Congress 
have resolved to declare the American Colonies to be free and independent 
states in consequence of which it will be proper to omit those petitions 


from the Liturgy wherein the King of Great Britain is prayed for, as 
inconsistent with the said Declaration.” 
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The Rt. Rev. William White, D.D., from 


a painting by Henry Inman. 


CHRIST CHURCH is fortunate in having preserved, or in having been given 
by his descendants, many of the writings and personal possessions of its 
famous Revolutionary Rector, The Rt. Rev. William White, D.D. He was 
born March 24, 1748, the son of Colonel Thomas White and Esther 
Newman White, baptized at Christ Church May 25, 1748, attended the 
College of Philadelphia, now the University of Pennsylvania, where he 
‘studied under Provost William Smith, one of the leading Church of 
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England clergymen in the Colonies, and was graduated in 1765. He was 
a serious young student of theology, which, however, did not deter him 
from participating in a famous elopement the year he graduated. White 
and Francis Hopkinson, a young man destined to become America’s first 
composer, and a middle-aged printer named Benjamin Franklin are 
credited with engineering the elopment of Betty Shewell, who escaped her 
brother’s house with the aid of a rope ladder and sailed away to England 
to become the bride of painter Benjamin West. 
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A letter from George Washington to Bishop White, inscribed about 
six months before the First President and one-time communicant of 


Christ Church died. 
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Bishop White as a young man, from a family miniature. 


White journeyed to England in 1769, after receiving both A.B. and 
M.A. degrees from the College of Philadelphia, and was ordained a 
Deacon in the Church of England December 23, 1770, by Dr. Philip 
Young, Bishop of Norwich. His ordination as a Priest by Dr. Richard 
Terrick, Bishop of London, did not occur until April 25, 1772, only be- 
cause he did not reach the necessary age of twenty-four until that year. 
He was elected Assistant Minister of Christ Church shortly after his 
return to Philadelphia late in 1772. 

When the Declaration of Independence was proclaimed in 1776, the 
Assistant Minister took the oath of allegiance to the United States al- 
though the Rector, the Rev. Jacob Duché, protested that he could not. 
Dr. Duché, in 1777, left America for England, and in that same year, 
when the British Army occupied Philadelphia, the Rev. William White 
journeyed to York, Pennsylvania, to serve as Chaplain for the Continental 
Congress. 

Bishop White’s service to Congress continued as Chaplain for the United 
States Senate for as long as Philadelphia remained the Capital of the 
United States. He was not only a spiritual leader for the Founding Fathers, 
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but friend and counselor to the patriotic men who guided the Revolution, 
signed the Declaration, drafted the Constitution and led the Nation 
through its difficult, early years. 





Tue BELLS AT CHrIst CHURCH, above the Tower Room, were cast by 
Thomas Lester and Thomas Pack of Whitechapel Bell Foundry, London, 
who had also cast the Liberty Bell. Brought from London to Philadelphia 
in 1754, free of charge, by Captain Richard Budden in his brig, Myrtilla, 
for many years they were rung every time Captain Budden arrived in 
the Port of Philadelphia, and they are still rung for his descendants upon 
request. 





THE ANCIENT CHURCH SILVER, because of its rarity, is on loan to the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art and on display there. The various pieces are 
returned to the church on request several times each year. They include 
a sixty-three ounce baptismal bowl and a flagon made by Phillip Syng 
Sr., Philadelphia silversmith, and two plates made by Joshua Readshaw 
of London, which were the gifts of Colonel Robert Quary, who was 
one of the founders of Christ Church. Three pieces — a communion flagon, 
chalice and paten— were presented by Queen Anne, inscribed in Her 
Majesty’s memory, “Annae Reginae in usum ecclesiae Anglicanae apud 
Philadelphiam, A.D., 1708.” 

The pieces, made in London by John East, were brought to Philadelphia 
in 1709 by the Rev. Evan Evans, D.D., second minister of Christ Church. 
This silver was used when George Washington and other members of the 
Continental Congress came to Christ Church to give thanks after the 
victories at Lexington and Yorktown, and is still used for the celebration 
of the Holy Communion on special occasions. The Kearsley Cup, also 
occasionally used, was given to Dr. John Kearsley by the Vestry about 
1750 in gratitude for his help in enlarging the church. It is engraved 
with the figures of six Apostles and is believed to have been made in 
Cologne not later than 1610. A plate and beaker made by Cesar Ghiselin, 
one of Philadelphia’s earliest silversmiths, were “the gift of Margaret 
Tresse, Spinster.” 
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Top row: Kearsley Cup, Quary baptismal bowl and tankard. 

Second Row: Quary plate; paten, flagon and cup given by Queen Anne; 
Quary plate. 

Third row: Tresse plate and cup; Sixteenth Century offering plate, spoon 
and paten. 
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THE ORIGINAL ORGAN in Christ Church was purchased from Ludovic 
Christian Sprogell in 1728. It was replaced in 1766 by an organ built by 
Philip Feyring, of Philadelphia. This organ was rebuilt and enlarged by 


Henry Erben in 1837, and renovated in 1920. The organ now in use was 
presented in 1935 by Mrs. Efrem Zimbalist, the former Mary Louise Curtis 
Bok, in memory of her father, Cyrus H. K. Curtis, famous publisher. It 
is an Aeolian-Skinner organ with eighty-eight ranks of pipes and ninety-six 
stops distributed among four manuals. The tone, as it builds up to its full 
resources, has all the nobility and brilliance that is characteristic of great 


cathedral organs. The frontal of the organ, as viewed today, is exactly as 
installed in 1766. 
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THE BapTisMAL Fonts in the rear cross aisle of the church represent 
the Old World and the New. The larger one was brought from England in 
1697. William Penn was baptized in this font at All-Hallows, Barking-by- 
the-Tower, London, in 1644. Innumerable distinguished persons have been 
baptized in this font at Christ Church. They include Bishop White, 
Francis Folger Franklin and Sarah Franklin, children of Deborah and 
Benjamin Franklin, Francis Hopkinson and up to the seventh generation 
of some of the older families of Philadelphia. The smaller font was the 
work of Jonathan Gostelowe, an early American cabinetmaker who was 
a vestryman of Christ Church at the time, in 1789, and marked with his 
name on the underside of the wooden cover. 
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Tue BRANCHED CHANDELIER above the center aisle of the church is the 
oldest one in this country still hanging in its original place. This 
twenty-four branch brass fixture, which was brought from London in 
1744 by Captain Seymour and purchased by the Church for £56, is still 
illuminated by candles. Brass sconces along the walls and on the central 


pillars were used to light the Church until gas fixtures were installed in 
the Nineteenth Century. The gas fixtures, except for a few spotlights for 
the use of the rector, were not replaced by electricity until 1951. The 
three-branched candlesticks on the altar also date from the Eighteenth 
Century, and belonged to Bishop White. 
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THE “WINEGLASS” PULPIT is a design much favored in the Eighteenth 


Century, of which only a few remain. It was made by John Folwell in 1770 
at a cost of £70 and was a bequest of Mary Andrews. She made three 
bequests to the Church; £100 for the organ fund, £100 for a pulpit, and 
£10 a year to be given to the poor at Christmas time — with the stipulation 
that her remains be buried in the church. Her tombstone may be seen at 


the west end of the center aisle. The pulpit was first installed directly in 
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front of the chancel window under an elaborate sounding-board. It was 
later removed to the space now occupied by the two front left-hand pews, 
during the 1836 renovation of the church. The sounding-board is said to 
have been put to use as a summer-house roof at Mt. Peace Cemetery. The 


pulpit was moved again, to its present location, in 1944. 





The Betsy Ross pew. This small pew on the north aisle of the church is 
marked with an American flag. Pews which were occupied by many 
famous persons are marked with their names, and charts listing other 
Colonial pewholders are posted on the doors between the Tower Room 
and the church. No pews are assigned today—all are open to those who 
come to worship. 
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The brass candlesticks predate the Revolution. The doorway fan 
ventilator visible above them was a popular and attractive feature in 
Colonial design. 


THE ALTAR, of Caen-stone, was presented in 1895 by Mrs. A. J. Cassatt 
in memory of her father, the Rev. Edward Y. Buchanan, D.D., who was 
ordained in Christ Church by Bishop White in 1832. Dr. Buchanan was 
the brother of President James Buchanan. 





THE Hoty Taste made in 1788 by Jonathan Gostelowe, vestryman, 
stands at the head of the south aisle of the church and is used for some 
services and for celebrations of the Holy Communion. This fine mahogany 
table served in the chancel for many years, and was covered by the present 
altar at the time of its installation. The Holy Table was taken from its 
hiding place in 1958 and returned to the use of the church. 
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THE CATHEDRA, or Bishop’s chair, which stands in the chancel, to the 
left of the altar, is the first and oldest in America. It was reputedly made 
by Ephraim Haimes, a Philadelphia cabinetmaker who specialized in 
copying Sheraton, and was presented to Bishop White by John Swanwick, 
a vestryman, after the Bishop’s consecration. A large Philadelphia Windsor 


chair previously used by Bishop White also remains in the possession of 
the church. (See Page 39.) 





THE CHuRCH Liprary, established in 1696 through the Rev. Thomas 
Bray, was the first circulating library in the Colony. Bray was Commissary 
of Ecclesiastical Affairs in Maryland, and at his request consignments of 
300 books each were sent from London to churches in five cities in Amer- 


ica. Christ Church, alone of the recipients, retains a majority of the 
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Rare volumes in the Muniment Room, where Bishop 
White’s “lap desk” and chair also are preserved. 


volumes received at that time and at subsequent dates. There are approxi- 
mately a thousand volumes and rare folios, largely theological works, in 
the library, which includes gifts from Queen Anne, Ludovic Sprogel, and 
notably among the church rectors, Bishop White, the Rev. Dr. Benjamin 
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Dorr and the Rev. Dr. Louis C. Washburn. Most of the older volumes— 
many printed in the 16th century—are catalogued and preserved in the 
Muniment Room in the Neighborhood House. A recent acquisition is a 
copy of the rare “Vinegar” Bible. 
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A page from the records of Commissionary Thomas Bray, D.D., at 
whose request the first volumes were sent from London by the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel. This entry shows an additional 
consignment shipped in 1701. 
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THE PRESIDENT’s Door is the door at the south end of the aisle which 
crosses in front of the chancel. This is the door used by George Wash- 
ington, and is reserved for use by Presidents of the United States. One of 
the few known exceptions to this rule was made when General and Mrs. 


Dwight D. Eisenhower visited Christ Church on January 17, 1948. 
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THE UniTEp NATIONS CHAPEL was dedicated on May 1, 1943, for the 
use of those who wished to pray for relatives and friends serving in the 
Armed Forces of the Allied Nations. Since the formal creation of the 
United Nations it remains a sanctuary where all may pray for peace in 


our world, in our time. 
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; FROM SEPTEMBER 27% To OCTOBER Tis DELEGATES NE Oe 
NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, DELAWARE, MARYLAND, esi : rene 
AND SOUTH CAROLINA, AGREED UPON A CONSTITUTION, REVISED THE PRAYER BOC ,TOOK STEPS 
OWARD SECURING THE ANGLICAN EPISCOPATE, AND FURTHERED PLANS FOR A GENERAL CONVENTION 





Lower Panel, The Councillor's Window 


THE Six Swe WInpDows, made by Heaton, Butler and Bayne, of London, 
are designed to depict, in the lower panel, an event resulting from the 
influence of the main theme in the upper panel. They explain the spread of 
Christianity from the time of Christ to the settlement at Jamestown, and 
how liberty resulted from each event. 

The window nearest the chancel, in the south wall, represents the risen 
Christ commissioning His Apostles, in the upper panel, and the Apostolic 
Succession in the lower panel. 

The next window in the south wall represents the Age of Martyrdom 
with the trial of St. Agnes as the main theme, and martyrs of the Church 
from St. Stephen to St. Alban in the lower panel. 

The third window on the south wall portrays the conversion of Con- 
stantine, the first pagan emperor to embrace Christianity, 315 A.D., in 
the upper panel, with the Crusades as the theme in the lower panel. 





THE COUNCILLORS’ WINDOW, nearest the door, pictures the Council of 
Nicaea, 325 A.D., in the upper panel, and the formation of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America, in Christ Church, from 
September 27, to October 7, 1785, in the lower panel. 
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The Liberty Window 


THE Liperty Window is in the west end of the north wall. The upper 
panel illustrates the granting of Magna Carta by King John at the insistence 
of Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury, on June 15, 1215. The 
lower panel shows the Rev. Jacob Duché, rector of Christ Church, offering 
the opening prayer in the First Continental Congress held at Carpenter’s 
Hall in 1774. 
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The Patriots’ Window 


THE Patriots’ WINDOW commemorates in the upper panel the first perma- 
nent English settlement in America at Jamestown in 1607 and shows the 
celebration of the Holy Communion by the Chaplain, Robert Hunt, on 
the first morning ashore. The lower panel shows a composite of the con- 
gregation in Christ Church about 1790. The various patriots are standing 
to sing a hymn. The pews shown are the old high-backed type replaced 
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in 1835-36. In front are Robert Morris and the White and Harrison children. 
The President, Mrs. Washington and Alexander Hamilton are in the 
second row, with Betsy Ross at the extreme right. Back of the Washingtons 
are Dr. Benjamin Rush and Joseph Hopkinson. In the fourth row is John 
Penn and family, and in the fifth, Benjamin Franklin and his daughter, 
Mrs. Bache. Others in the background are Joseph Swift, Horace Binney, 


Tench Coxe and William Bradford, Francis Hopkinson is shown in 
the aisle. 
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A view of the southwest corner of Christ Church. 
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Int he Burial Grounds of this Church 


rest the remains of SEVEN SIGNERS of the 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 


FRANKLIN 





Historical Milestones 


T6095 


WHEN Curist CHURCH was founded in 1695 it was the first Church of 
England Parish in the Colony, thus being the Mother Church of the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

Several important churches developed through the influence of this 
congregation. Among them are St. Davids, Radnor; St. Paul’s, Chester; 
Trinity, Oxford; and St. Peter’s in the Great Valley. In 1761, St. Paul’s 
Church was started by the Rev. William McClenaghan, a former assistant 
minister at Christ Church. On September 4, 1761, St. Peter’s was established 
as a chapel of ease of Christ Church, and on May 1, 1809, St. James’ 
Church was established. The two latter and Christ Church were known 
as “The United Congregations of Christ Church, St. Peter’s and St. 
James’,” until, by act of legislature, St. James’ became a separate corpora- 
tion in 1829 and St. Peter’s in 1832. 
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1740 


THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA was founded in 1740 as the Charity 
School at the southwest corner of Fourth and Arch Streets. Through the 
efforts of Benjamin Franklin and other influential men in the Colony, who 
selected four-fifths of the first Board of Trustees from the congregation of 
Christ Church, the Academy, which first opened in 1751, was merged with 
the Charity School in 1755 and chartered as the College of Philadelphia. 

In 1799 it became the first institution in the United States to be 
designated a University. The Rev. William Smith, D.D., closely associated 
with Christ Church, was the first Provost. In 1790 James Wilson, a member 
of Christ Church, founded the Law School. Bishop White received the 
first degree of Doctor in Divinity granted by the University in 1782. 


I 740 


MIKVEH IsRAEL CONGREGATION, the second oldest Jewish Congregation 
in the United States, was founded in 1740, and has been continuously 
active through the years to the present time. 

At the end of the Revolutionary War many members of the congrega- 
tion who had been refugees in Philadelphia returned to their homes in 
other states. A new synagogue had been built in Cherry Alley, near Third 
Street, in 1782 and by 1788 the congregation was in financial difficulties. 
A subscription list circulated that year contains the names of many members 
of Christ Church among the contributors. The synagogue is now situated 
at Broad and York Streets. 

Tradition has it that Bishop White, the Rector of Christ Church, and 
the Rev. Jacob Raphael Cohen, Rabbi of Mikveh Israel, walked together in 
a parade following the signing of the Constitution in 1787. 

The friendship of this congregation and that of Christ Church continues 
today and is marked by a traditional annual joint dinner. 


£747 


On May 28, 1747, William Sturgeon, ‘a young gentleman from Yale 


College in Connecticut,” was appointed assistant to the Rev. Robert Jenney, 
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LL.D., Rector of Christ Church, with the added responsibility of instructing 
Negroes in the Catechism of the Church ef England. He was sent to 
England by Christ Church in December 1746 to receive “deacons’ and 
priests’ orders,” and on his return to Philadelphia devoted himself to the 
religious education of Negroes. 


Te 


Curist CHurcH Hospirau was founded in 1772 by the bequest of Dr. 
John Kearsley, vestryman of Christ Church from 1719 until his death in 
1772, for the support of: 
“ten or more poor or distressed women of the Communion of the Church 
of England; preferring clergymen’s widows before others, and supplying 
them with meat, drink and lodging, and the assistance of persons prac- 
ticing physic and surgery.” 
The first building was at 111 Arch Street, but today the institution is 
housed on beautiful grounds on Monument Avenue in Wynnefield near 
Fairmount Park, and has about sixty ladies in residence. 


One of twelve brass sconces originally 
hung on the side walls and pillars to 
light the church. 
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SHRINE OF AMERICAN PATRIOTS. On June 25, 1775, members of the Con- 
tinental Congress met in Christ Church to hear the Rev. William Smith, 
D.D., preach on “The Present Situation in American Affairs.” This 
sermon, according to the Rt. Rev. William Stevens Perry, Bishop of Iowa, 
1897, “shaped popular sentiment in the direction of resistance to arbitrary 
and alien rule.” On July 7, 1775 members of Congress heard the Rev. 
Jacob Duché preach on “The Duty of Standing Fast in our Spiritual and 
Temporal Liberties.” Again on July 20, 1775, Dr. Duché preached on 
‘The American Vine.” These sermons were printed and circulated through- 
out England and Europe where they caused much controversy. Those 
known to have been present on these occasions included such American 
patriots as: John Adams, Samuel Adams, Roger Sherman, Philip Liv- 
ingston, George Clinton, Philip Schuyler, John Jay, Benjamin Franklin, 
Peyton Randolph, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry 
and John Hancock. 


1705 


FOURTH OF JULY Forever. A resolution, observed to this day, was adopted 

on October 5, 1785 by the General Convention at Christ Church when 
deputies, “on motion resolved: That the Fourth of July shall be observed 
by this Church forever as a day of Thanksgiving to Almighty God for 
the inestimable blessings of religious and civil liberty vouchsafed to the 
United States of America.” 


THE ACADEMY OF THE PROTESTANT EpiscOPAL CHURCH IN THE CITY OF 
PHILADELPHIA, originally located on the East side of Fourth Street, a few 
feet South of Market, and now on City Line at Merion, known today as 
“Episcopal Academy, A Country Day School for Boys,” was founded 
during 1784 and 1785 through the efforts of members of Christ Church 
under the direction of the Rev. Dr. William White. 


THE PROTESTANT EpiscopaL Church in the United States of America was 
established at conventions held in Christ Church in 1785 and 1789. The 
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first convention opened on September 27, 1785, with the Rev. William 
White presiding and with clerical and lay delegates from Delaware, Mary- 
land, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, South Carolina and Virginia 
attending. Massachusetts and New Hampshire were represented at the 
1789 Convention. 

The Convention of 1785 framed an “address” to the Church of England, 
requesting the Archbishop and Bishops “to confer the Episcopate character” 
on Bishops chosen in the United States. This address was delivered to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury by John Adams, then United States Minister 
to England. 

At the conventions the Prayer Book was adopted and the Constitution 
framed. The first three sessions of the 1789 Convention were held at 
Christ Church, but the final ratification of the Church Constitution took 
place in the room in Independence Hall where the Declaration of Inde- 


pendence and the Constitution were signed. 





Bishops Consecrated at Christ Church 


1795 The Rt. Rev. Robert Smith, D.D., South Carolina 
1796 The Rt. Rev. Edward Bass, D.D., Massachusetts 

1812 The Rt. Rev. Theodore Dehon, D.D., South Carolina 
1818 The Rt. Rev. Nathaniel Bowen, D.D., South Carolina 
1827 The Rt. Rev. Henry Ustick Onderdonk, D.D., Pennsylvania 
1834 The Rt. Rev. James H. Otey, D.D., Tennessee 

1844 The Rt. Rev. Carlton Chase, D.D., New Hampshire 
1844 The Rt. Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, D.D., Alabama 
1844 The Rt. Rev. Cicero Stephen Hawks, D.D., Missouri 
1845 The Rt. Rev. Alonzo Potter, D.D., Pennsylvania 

1858 The Rt. Rev. Samuel Bowman, D.D., Pennsylvania 
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1757 
THE CONSECRATION OF THE REy. WILLIAM Wuirte, D.D., Bishop-elect of 
Pennsylvania, and the Rev. Samuel Provost, D.D., Bishop-elect of New 
York, took place on February 4, 1787, at Lambeth Palace, England. They 
were consecrated by Dr. John Moore, Archbishop of Canterbury, assisted 
by Dr. William Markham, Archbishop of York, Dr. Charles Moss, Bishop 
of Bath and Wells, and Dr. John Hinchcliff, Bishop of Peterborough. 
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ONE OF THE First Sunpay SCHOOLS in this country developed from plans 
introduced by Bishop White at a vestry meeting in Christ Church on 
November 3, 1788. The minutes of the vestry read: “The Rector laid 
before the Vestry a plan of a free school for boys, to be under the care 
of the trustees of the Episcopal Academy, intended to include, when 
sufhcient funds should be raised, a Sunday School, as also a school 
for girls.” 
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THE First House oF BisHops in the United States met for the first time 
in the small second-floor room in the northeast corner of Christ Church 
during the General Convention in 1789. 

The Rt. Rey. Samuel Seabury, D.D., Bishop of Connecticut, had 
received consecration from the Scottish prelates. With the consecration of 
the Rt. Rev. William White, D.D., as Bishop of Pennsylvania, and the 
Rt. Rev. Samuel Provost, D.D., as Bishop of New York, the Church in 
the United States had the required number of three bishops to form a 
House of Bishops, and could now ordain its own priests and consecrate 
its own bishops. 


TAO. 


THE PHILADELPHIA SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY was started in 1791, with 
Bishop White as its first president. 


38 





Two chairs which belonged to Bishop White. The Windsor on the left, 
dating from the 18th Century, was the first Cathedra, or Bishop’s chair 
in use at Christ Church. The chair on the right was made in the 1820’s 
for Bishop White’s use while presiding at meetings of the Domestic and 


Foreign Missionary Society. 


Be, 


ISO4 


STANDING BEFORE THE CHANCEL of Christ Church, and with the Rt. Rev. 
William White, D.D., officiating, in the year 1804, Absalom Jones, an 
artisan who lived at 42 Chestnut Street, became the first Negro to be 
ordained to the Protestant Episcopal priesthood. A Delaware slave who had 
purchased first his own freedom, and then that of his wife, he was privately 
tutored by Bishop White, who as early as 1794 had secured from the 
Bishop’s Council recognition for the first legally organized Negro church 
in America, which had been founded through the efforts of Absalom Jones, 
and which still lives as St. Thomas’ Protestant Episcopal Church, 52nd 
and Parrish Streets. 


The Body of 
B. Franklin, PE 


And stFipt of its LaNene & Gilding. 
Liés here Food for Worms. 
But the Work shall not be lost: 
For it will, as he Believ da. 

appear once more 
In a new and more elegant Edition 
Gorrected and improved 
By the Author. 


ne 
Hisieed in his will.) 


Franklin’s famous epitaph, which he 
wrote when a young man, is shown 


This gravesite restored 
by the Poor Richard Club 


on a tablet near his grave in Christ of Philadelphia 
Church Burial Ground. The inscrip- through the generosity 

: of Howard C. Story 
tion was prepared by the young In memory of his parents 


printer to amuse his friends, and Bae: A, and Mary EI lizabeth ay 
never intended to mark his grave. 
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Benjamin Franklin’s Grave 





THE MarkKeER which, next to the tomb of Washington at Mount Vernon, 
has probably more interest than any in this country, is that of Benjamin 
Franklin, Signer of both the Declaration of Independence and the Con- 
stitution, and Philadelphia’s most famous citizen. The grave in Christ 
Church Burial Ground, as specified in Franklin’s will, is marked by a plain 
marble stone six feet long, four feet wide, with only a small moulding 


around the upper edge and the inscription: 


Benjamin 
and Franklin 
Deborah 
1790 
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Christ Church Burial Ground 
Fifth and Arch Streets 


ProBABLY no other non-military cemetery in this country contains such 
a large number of Colonial and Revolutionary leaders. The location at 
Fifth and Arch Streets, several blocks from the churchyard, was determined 
by the Vestry’s decision to obtain ground “located in the suburbs” as the 
city grew around Christ Church. The land was purchased from James 
Steel in August of 1719. The earliest date found on inscriptions in the 
Burial Ground is 1721. | 


Important Personages Buried in 


Christ Church Burial Ground 


THE FoLLowine List begins with graves west of the center path nearest 
Arch Street and proceeds to the south boundary of the Burial Ground 
(Hopkinson); thence north on the east side of the center path to Arch 
Street. 


Benjamin Franklin (d. 1790), Signer of 
the Declaration of Independence and 


Matthew Clarkson (d. 1800), heroic 
Mayor of Philadelphia 1792-96, during 


Constitution, diplomat, scientist and sage. 


David Hall (1714-1772), printer and 
Franklin’s partner. 


John Dunlap (d. 1812), printer of first 
broadside of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. 


John Gibson (1729-1782), Mayor of 
Philadelphia 1771-73. 


Dr. John Kearsley (d. 1772), prominent 
physician, vestryman and superintendent 
of construction of Christ Church, mem- 
ber of Assembly of Pennsylvania. 


Thomas Lawrence, Esq. (d. 1754), 
Mayor of Philadelphia and Member of 


Provincial Council. 
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yellow fever epidemic. 


Major William Jackson (1759-1828), 
Continental Officer and secretary of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1787. 


Commodore Richard Dale, USN (1756- 
1826), Naval hero of the Revolution. 


Samuel Powell, Esq. (d. 1793), Mayor 
of Philadelphia 1775-77, 1789-90; Speaker 


of Senate of Pennsylvania. 


Thomas Willing, Esq. (1731-1821), 
Mayor of Philadelphia 1763-64; delegate 
to Continental Congress, President of 
the First Bank of the United States. 


Henry Harrison (d. 1766), Mayor of 
Philadelphia 1762-63. 


Robert Hare, Esq. (d. 1811), Speaker. 


of Senate of Pennsylvania. 


Charles Willing, Esq. (d. 1754), Mayor 
of Philadelphia 1748-49, 1754. 


John Inskeep (d. 1831), Mayor of Phila- 
delphia 1805-06. 


Frederick Smyth, Esq. (d. 1815), Chief 
Justice of New Jersey, 1764 to Revolution. 


James Innes, Esq. (d. 1798), Attorney 
General of Virginia. 


Dr. Robert Bass (d. 1801), A prominent 
physician. 

General Jacob Morgan (d. 1802) , Revolu- 
tionary Officer. 


The Rev. John Andrews (1746-1813), 


Provost of University of Pennsylvania. 


Major General Thomas Cadwalader 
(1779-1841), War of 1812. 
Major General George Cadwalader 


(1806-1879) of the Civil War. 


General James Irvine (d. 1819) of the 
American Revolution. 


Francis Hopkinson (1737-1791), Signer 


of the Declaration of Independence 
(Next to Grave of Daughter, Eliz. 
Condy). 


Richard Folwell (d. 1814), Printer and 
Publisher. 


William Francis, Jr. (d. 1827), ‘tof the 
Philadelphia Theatre.” 


Commodore William Bainbridge, USN 
(d. 1833) Naval Hero of War of 1812, 
Captain of the “Constitution.” 


Commodore Thomas Truxtun, USN (d. 
1822) Continental Navy; later Captain 
of the ‘‘Constellation.” 
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James Ash, Esq. (d. 1830), a Revolu- 
tionary Soldier. 


Colonel Benjamin Flower (d. 1781), of 
the American Revolution. 


Captain Richard Budden (d. 1766), 
Brought the Liberty Bell and Christ 
Church Bells from England. 


Theophilus Grew, Professor of Astron- 
omy and Mathematics of College of 
Philadelphia. (Later, University of Penn- 
sylvania). 

Dr. Philip Syng Physick (1768-1837), 
Known as the Father of American 
Surgery. 


Dr. Benjamin Rush (d. 1813), Prominent 
Physician of Philadelphia and a Signer 
of the Declaration of Independence. 


Dr. Phineas Bond (d. 1773), A leading 
physician of Philadelphia. 


Dr. Thomas Bond (d. 1784), Founder 
of the Pennsylvania Hospital. 


Thomas Smith (d. 1809), Judge of 


Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 


Michael Hillegas (d. 1804), First Treas- 
urer of the United States. 


Captain John Markland (d. 1837) of 
the Revolutionary Army. 


Tench Coxe (1755-1824), Author. 


William Tilghman, LLD (d. 
Chief Justice of Pennsylvania. 


1827), 


UNMARKED GRAVES 
Joseph Hewes (1730-1799), Signer of 
the Declaration of Independence. 


George Ross (1730-1799), Signer of the 
Declaration of Independence. 


Some of the Famous People Buried within 


Christ Church 


Hon. John Penn (d. 1795) last colonial 
Governor of Pennsylvania (In aisle in 
front of pulpit). 


The Rt. Rev. William White (1748- 
1836) Rector of Christ Church and St. 
Peter’s, First Bishop of Pennsylvania 
(Center of chancel). 


Brig-Gen. John Forbes (d. 1759) Com- 
mander of His Majesty’s forces during 
the French and Indian War (In 


chancel). 


...ln the Church Yard 


James Wilson (1742-1798), a Signer of 
the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution. Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
(South of church). 


Lady Ann Keith (d. 1740), wife of Sir. 
Wm. Keith, Provincial Governor of 
Pennsylvania (South of church). 


Robert Morris (1734-1806), a Signer of 
the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution; financier of the American 
Revolution (Northwest of church). 


The oldest tombstone at 
Church, dated 1714, is near the 
entrance to the Tower Room. 
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Christ 


The Rev. Richard Peters (d. 1776) 
Rector of Christ Church and St. Peter’s, 
member of Provincial Council (In center 
aisle). 


Mrs. Mary Andrews (1683-1761) donor 
of the church’s Wineglass pulpit (In 
center aisle). 


The Rev. Robert Jenney (1687-1762) 
Rector of Christ Church 1743 until his 
demise (In center aisle). 


Pierce Butler (d. 1822), a Signer of the 
Constitution from South Carolina (North 


of church). 


Major General Charles Lee (d. 1782), 
of the Continental Army (South of 
church). 


Dr. Thomas Graeme (d. 1779), early 
physician; a member of the Provincial 


Council (South of church). 





Christ Church 
Today 





The Rev. Ernest A. Harding, D.D., 
Rector of Christ Church 


THOUGH OLD IN YEARS this parish remains ever young in spirit. 

Unlike many historic churches which today stand only as monuments 
to a glorious past, Christ Church in Philadelphia has never ceased being 
an active parish church. Its membership is drawn largely from Philadel- 
phia, Montgomery and Delaware Counties and the neighboring New Jersey 
areas. Because of its intimate connection with the early days of our nation 
it has come to be known as “the Nation’s Church” and as such has 
members scattered throughout the country. Regular services are held every 
Sunday, on Saint’s Days, and there is a service of prayer and intercession 
daily at 12:30 P.M. Various parish groups and organizations together with 
a Church School (which meets Sunday mornings), work toward the 
advancement of God’s Kingdom at home and abroad. 

While designated as a national shrine in 1950 by an act of Congress, 
Christ Church receives absolutely no financial assistance from federal, state 
or city government. The church and its work is wholly supported by the 
voluntary contributions of its members, friends and visitors. 

Situated downtown, in Old Philadelphia, in the center of the oldest 
business neighborhood in the country, Christ Church strives to serve its 
community. The weekday services, especially those in Lent, are geared to 
the interest and need of business people. Outstanding clerical and lay 
speakers are brought from all over the country. One organization founded 
by the Reverend E. Felix Kloman, D.D., former rector of the church, 
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known as the Old Christ Church Neighborhood Businessmen’s Association 
meets monthly in the Neighborhood House. Its membership is made up of 
business and professional men regardless of race or creed. 

Some 175,000 people visit Christ Church yearly. Of this number 45,000 
to 50,000 are school children, scouts and the like. While these young 
people are visiting the church, the Christ Church Aides emphasize the 
deep spiritual foundations of our nation and seek to impress the fact that 
unless these same spiritual sources are nurtured and made effective in life 
today, no nation can long stand. Believing so completely in this great ideal, 
Christ Church hopes with the assistance of its friends to enlarge this 
program of Freedom under God. | 

Directly behind the church stand the Neighborhood House and Wash- 
burn House. These two modern buildings of colonial architecture were 
built and completed during the long and successful rectorate of the 
Reverend Louis Cope Washburn, S.T.D. The Neighborhood House con- 
tains the Rector’s Office, offices for the various members of the staff, class 


rooms for the Church School, auditorium, kitchens, gymnasium and other 





The Christ Church Neighborhood House and Washburn House, right. 
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Christ Church’s “ouiet corner.” The Gostelowe Holy Table stands beneath 
a plaque commemorating Mrs. Esther K. Dorr, wife of the Rev. Benjamin 
Dorr, D.D., rector 1836 to 1869. 


recreation facilities. The Washburn House contains apartments for the 
Lay Assistant and the Verger. A fireproof vault, the Muniment Room, is in 
the basement. 

Through the interest and efforts of Colonel Frank Worthington Melvin 
and the Colonial Society of Pennsylvania, the block immediately adjacent 
to the church, bounded by Grindstone Alley, Market, Second and Church 
Streets will soon become a green park. By action of Congress in 1958 it 
became a part of the National Park system. This will not only increase 
our fire protection, but will also give this national shrine a proper and 
dignified setting. 

Christ Church in Philadelphia belongs to the people of the nation. With 
its lighted spire it calls attention to the fact that God still rules the destiny 
of men and nations. 

All people regardless of race, color or creed, are invited to worship, visit 


and contribute to the maintenance of this, the Nation’s Church. 


47 


~~ 


Rectors of Christ Church 


THE Rev. 
THE Rev. 
THE Rev. 
THE Rev. 
*THE REv. 
THE Rev. 
THE Rev. 
THE Rev. 


THE Rt. 
THE REv 


THOMAS CLAYTON 

Evan Evans, D.D. 

JoHN VICARY 

RicHARD WELTON, D.D. 
ARCHIBALD CUMMINGS 
ROBERT JENNEY, LL.D. 
RICHARD PETERS, D.D. 
Jacos Ducue, D.D. 

Rev. WiLuiAM Wire, D.D. 


. JOHN WALLER JAMES 


(Died August 14, 1836) 


THE REv 
THE REv 
THE REv 
THE REv 
THE REv 
THE REv 
THE REv 


. BENJAMIN Dorr, D.D. 

. Epwarp A. Foceo, D.D. 

. C. Exuis Stevens, LL.D., D.C.L. 
- Louis C. WAsHBuRN, S.T.D. 

. E. Fexrx Kioman, D.D., S.T.D. 
. E. A. DE BORDENAVE 


. Ernest A. Harpine, D.D. 


(Present Rector) 


1695-1697 
1700-1718 
1719-1722 
1724-1726 
1726-1741 
1742-1762 
1762-1775 
1775-1777 
1779-1836 
1836 


1837-1869 
1869-1890 
1891-1905 
1907-1937 
1938-1949 
1950-1955 
1955- 


*The Rev. Archibald Cummings is the first minister of Christ Church 
designated as “Rector” in the Church Records. 
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Christ Church is still an active parish, with Sunday Services at 9 and 11, 
and daily services at 12:30 P.M. Although designated a National Shrine 
by Act of Congress, Christ Church is wholly supported by the congregation, 
by the voluntary contributions of visitors and by gifts and bequests from 
friends. Gifts are income tax-deductible. The proper form for bequests is 


shown below. 


LOR OLOLOLOL OL OL OL OLOLOL OL OL OL OLOLOLOL OL OL OLOLOLOL OL OL OLOLOL ONO: 


Form of Bequest 


I bequeath the sum of $ —____to the corporation known as the 
Rector, Churchwardens and Vestrymen of Christ Church in the 


City of Philadelphia. 


LOLOL OL OLOLOLOLOLO LOLOL OL OL OL OL OL OL OL OLOLOL LOLOL OOOO 


Chivsl Church 


‘THE NATION’S CHURCH’ 





Curist CHurcH Coat or Arms: Argent, two swords crossed in saltire 
gules, enclosing in chief a mitre gules garnished or, over all a fess sable 
charged with three plates of the field. The swords are taken from the arms 
of the Bishop of London, the mitre represents Bishop White, and the three 


plates are the “pence” from the coat of arms of William Penn. 
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